Animal Skit (for Grades 2 & 3)
Key Vocabulary for this Skit (kid friendly /worded – definitions)
migrate
To travel to other places; for example, many animals go to where the weather is warmer, so they can find food to survive the winter.

predators 
Animals that live by killing and eating other animals.
poisonous 
Having harmful poison inside, which is bad stuff that can kill a person or animal if eaten, but no way to pass on that poison, like by biting or stinging.
venomous 
Having a poison and a way to deliver it, by biting or stinging for example.  
prey 

An animal hunted or killed by another animal for food.
hibernate
When an animal goes into a very deep sleep; body temperature drops, and the heartbeat and breathing slow down.
adapt
To change; some animals change their behavior or body, which is done to help them survive in their environment.
Characters:

Chris Inquirer (2/3 grade student)
Wanda Wonderer (2/3 grade student)
Lam Ina (Zoo Keeper) – not her name is Animal spelled backwards ( 
Scene 1:  Animals and Their Unique Body Parts 
 (2 kids named Chris and Wanda are at entrance of the city zoo… there is a lot of commotion inside the zoo, the entrance gate is partially opened some rabbits, birds, and porcupines are escaping…Chris is leaning up to ticket booth asking a question)
Chris:  We are here to meet our friend Lam Ina the Zoo Keeper? Do you know her?
Ticket Lady: Yes! She’s chasing our elephants right now!

Wanda:  Chasing elephants?

 (in the zoo now, Lam the zoo keeper is chasing a large elephant…the zoo is crazy…animals are running free everywhere…people are running out of zoo and climbing up trees to get away from animals…animals running around include monkeys, moose, lobster, caribou, beaver, sheep, bison, jaguar, and birds are flying in air…)
Chris:  (yelling towards Lam) LAM!
Lam:  Helllooooo….

 (Lam stops to talk to Chris and Wanda…large elephant runs by)
Lam:  Sorry for the commotion!   

Chris:  I’m Chris!

Wanda: I’m Wanda!

Lam:  Flo told me about you! The animals have escaped!  Can you help? 
Wanda:  SURE!
 (animals are running all around them)
Lam:  Let’s get these animals back into their cages!
Chris:  Okay!
Wanda:  Who should we catch first?

Lam:  Eli.  He’s an elephant…there he is!  
Wanda:  He’s HUGE! 
(Lam catches elephant with large rope…)
Lam:  GOTCHA! Look at his large ears, a long trunk, tusks, tough skin, and…!

Wanda: …big feet!   
Lam:  Animals have body parts for different functions…like us! 
Chris: Like legs for walking…

Wanda: …and a mouth, tongue, and teeth for eating chocolate!

Lam:  Elephants have big feet made with a soft fatty tissue on the bottom, so they can move silently.  
Chris:  They use their trunk to smell, eat and drink.
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Wanda:  And their ears for hearing!
Lam:  Elephants can communicate over long distances which helps them warn each other about oncoming danger. Their ears are not just for hearing, they use them to control body temperature too! 
Chris: Like a built in fan! Cool!
Lam: They also use their ears to scare off threatening animals. When they spread their ears out, they look even BIGGER which often makes other animals run away!  
Wanda: Their tusks are used for digging, getting bark off a tree, and as a weapon when any bad animals come around! 

Chris:  Wow--so many body parts with so MANY purposes!!! 

Scene 2: Antler Alley



 


Lam:  Let’s find the animals that live in Antler Alley!  
Wanda:  There’s a moose. He has antlers!

 (Lam and the kids are now chasing moose)
Lam:  Let’s catch him!  

Chris:  We’ll leave that up to you, the trained professional.
Lam:  Gotcha!  This is Marvin the Moose. He has LARGE antlers that he uses to protect himself against other animals that may harm him. Also, he can break up bushes, dig up plants from ponds, and fight for a mate with them! 
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Wanda: His antlers are HUGE!

Lam:  Moose grow new antlers every year.  Their antlers start to grow in the spring and then drop off in late fall.  Antlers often break, so it’s important that they grow new ones each year.
Chris:  Excellent!

 (caribou are running by and deer are eating grass close to the kids)

Lam:  There’s a caribou. He has antlers too!
Chris:  So does that deer!
 (Lam has deer and caribou back in their exhibits. She is addressing the deer and caribou when she talks. Chris and Wanda are commenting on what they overhear.)

Lam:  I caught you two easily. You must be hungry.
Chris:  I head home when I’m hungry too!

Wanda:  Especially when my mom makes brownies!  

Lam:  The caribou and deer use their antlers for the same reasons as Marvin does…for protection, eating, clearing the way when they walk, and fighting for a mate!
    CARIBOU                                               DEER
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Wanda:  I wouldn’t want to mess around with an animal with antlers!

 (lobster and crab are escaping from building)

Lam:  Yikes!  There’s Larry the Lobster and his crab friends.  
Chris:  Where did that lobster go? He was just here! 
(Chris turns around and lobster and two crabs attached to his shirt; they’re hanging from his shirt, unbeknown to Chris)

Wanda:  Uh-Chris, I wouldn’t move if I were you…Larry and his friends like you! 
 (Lam gets the lobster off Chris’s shirt…Lam has large black gloves on; Wanda is peeking out from behind a tree)

Lam:  Chris, pick up those crabs carefully. Watch out for their claws!

Wanda:  I’ll watch from WAY over here.
 (Lam has lobster in her hand and Chris has two hermit crabs, one in each hand – he is holding them way away from his body by the shells)

Lam:  Let’s put these guys inside.
Scene 3:  How Some Animals Use Their Body Parts
(All are inside, Lam is placing lobster in giant tank filled with other lobsters. Chris is still holding crabs)

Lam:  These guys use their claws to fight off predators.  Predators are animals that live by killing and eating other animals.

 LOBSTER



CRAB
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 (Lam is placing crab on sandy beach that has water near it)

Lam:  They also use their claws to catch, crush, rip and eat their food!  

Chris:  Guess they don’t need a fork and knife! 
Lam:  Lobsters also have poor eye sight, but they make up for that by having two sets of antennae, a mouth, and tiny hairs that cover their body which are used for touch, taste, and smell!!
  A lobster’s mouth and 

     hairs on his body

      Lobsters have 2 sets of antennae
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Chris:  Animals have many body parts that help them live!

Lam:  Animals are amazing!  

 (Wanda notices snakes all around. She runs away fast, Chris starts to climb a nearby tree)

Wanda:  Ssssssssssssssnakes!  
Lam:  Don’t worry. These snakes are not poisonous or venomous!  

 (Chris talking from tree and Wanda talking from out of frame…)
Chris:  What’s the difference between poisonous and venomous?  
Lam:  Actually, poisonous animals are those that have a harmful poison inside of them, which is bad stuff that may kill a person or animal if eaten, but they have no way to pass on that poison, like by biting or stinging.
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Scene 4: Venomous Animals and Ones with Stripes
(Lam is holding and collecting snakes from ground)

Lam:  Venomous animals are those that have a poison AND a way to deliver it…by biting or stinging. 
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(Lam has all the snakes in a box marked “snakes”)
Lam:  Being venomous or poisonous has its advantages. If you are poisonous, no one will eat you. If you are venomous, everyone will stay away from you!  Both ways you’re safe from most predators.
Wanda:  I stay away from ALL snakes, no matter what!
 (a tiger is behind Lam…Wanda comes back near Lam)
Chris:  Lam, there’s a LARGE cat right behind you.
Wanda:  That’s not just any cat, that’s a tiger!!
 (Lam turns around and smiles at tiger)
Lam:  Timmy!  Let’s head back to your cage big guy!
Wanda:  You’re talking to a tiger.
Chris: That’s her job!

 (Lam and kids are walking to the tiger cage…Lam has Timmy the tiger on a leash)

Wanda:  What beautiful stripes!

Lam:  A tiger’s stripes are beautiful, but they also serve another purpose.  

 (tiger is in cage now)

Lam:  A tiger has stripes to help it blend in its surroundings, so it can sneak up on its prey.  
Chris:  Like he snuck up on you!    
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Wanda:  What else does he sneak up on? 
Lam:  His prey or an animal hunted or killed by another animal for food. Wild pigs and cattle, along with different types of deer are some of a tiger’s favorite foods!
Chris: I like pizza myself!

Scene 5: Hiding from Predators
Lam:  Tigers like to live alone. Adult tigers mark their territories in an amount of land that has enough prey, protection from nature, and water for them to live on.  

Chris:  Do they set up fences around their territory?

Lam:  HA! No, they mark their territory by scratching marks on trees and going to the bathroom around their space.

Wanda:  EWWWW! WHY do they do that?
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Lam:  Their body fluids have a unique smell. When a tiger smells the scent of another tiger, they know to stay away.
Wanda:  I’d stay away from that smell too!

 (snails, an armadillo, and a group of little turtles walk by the kids and Lam)

Wanda:  Look at those little guys. (pointing at the snails and turtles)
Chris:  Those are snails and turtles, but what is THAT?
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 (Lam holding the armadillo)

Lam:  That is an armadillo. (pointing to the armadillo) Armadillos have short legs and sharp claws that allow them to dig quickly in the dirt to find their meals, which are bugs!  They’re best known for having a protective shell that surrounds their body.  



 (Lam is holding armadillo, which is now rolled up in a ball)
Lam:  This is a three-banded armadillo. To escape its predators, it rolls up and covers all the skin that could be eaten with its hard shell. Armadillos have hard shells to protect them from harmful things.
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When faced with a predator, an armadillo:

1. will try and run.
2. brings its head and legs into its hard shell.
3. moves its tail all the way up to its head.
4. rolls up, so it can’t be eaten.
Picture = http://magma.nationalgeographic.com
Scene 6: Mobile Animal Homes, Migration, and Hibernation 
Lam:  Turtles and snails use their shells as a house! They carry their shells on their backs and use them to live in and for protection.  If anything comes near them that they are scared of, they go into their shells!

Chris:  Cool! 
                 TURTLE 




SNAIL 
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Wanda:  Animals sure have many different body parts that help them eat, live, and keep safe!
Lam:  They also do things to survive, especially when it gets cold!

 (Lam and kids walking past bear exhibit)
Wanda:  What do you mean?

Lam: Remember the caribou we caught earlier?  Before it gets cold, caribou, along with many other animals, migrate!  
Chris:  Migrate?
Lam:  Migrate means they travel to other places where the weather is warmer, so they can find food to survive the winter.

Chris:  When the snow covers up all the grass it’s tough for some animals, like birds, to find food.

Lam:  Right!  Many birds migrate!   Birds that live up north where it’s very cold in the winter fly south where the weather is much warmer!

Lam:  Many other animals migrate too…like geese, monarch butterflies, and even humpback whales!
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 (all are walking past bear exhibit, the sign on one of the bear cages says “Bubba”, Lam is pointing to Bubba the bear who is close to them in his cage)

Lam:  Just like all the animals that migrate, Bubba here doesn’t like the cold either!   During the winter, instead of migrating, he hibernates or goes into a very deep sleep. His body’s temperature drops, and his heartbeat and breathing slow down.

Wanda:  I wish I could hibernate. I don’t like the cold!

Scene 7: How Animals Adapt 
Chris: How long does he hibernate for?

Lam:  Bears find a safe place, like in a cave, and hibernate for the winter. When spring comes and the weather warms up, they wake up. Chipmunks and woodchucks are other animals that hibernate too!
          BEAR


CHIPMUNK


WOODCHUCK


Wanda:  What about animals that don’t migrate or hibernate?

Lam:  Those animals adapt or change their behavior or body, to help them survive in their environment.  

Lam:  Animals adapt to their environment in many ways.  Squirrels adapt by collecting extra food all summer and fall, so they have food to eat during the cold months. The red fox changes what it normally eats to what it can find during the winter!
Wanda: When I run out of chocolate, I adapt by eating other types of candy.

Lam:  Many animals grow thicker fur during the winter to keep warm.  Snowshoe rabbits grow new WHITE fur, so they blend in with the snow to hide themselves from their predators!  

Chris:  There are so many neat things to learn about animals!

Wanda:  Each animal is special in a unique way!
Lam:  AND there’s so much more to tell you about animals!!  
Chris:  Can we come back tomorrow?

Lam:  Definitely!

 (loudspeaker  announces: “Zookeeper Lam please report back to headquarters”)
Lam:  See you tomorrow!  

Chris: Thanks for a crazy day!

Wanda:  Goodbye!  
HIGHLIGHTS of the Skit
Animal body parts used for moving around are:

Elephants have big feet made with a soft fatty tissue on the bottom, so they can move silently.

Animal body parts used for eating are:

Elephants use their trunk to smell, eat and drink.

Moose, deer and caribou use their antlers to dig up plants from ponds to eat.

Lobsters and crabs use their claws to catch, crush, rip, and then eat their food!  
Animal body parts used for protection are:  

Elephants use their ears to scare off threatening animals by spreading them out to make themselves even bigger.

Moose, deer and caribou have antlers, which they use to protect themselves against other animals that try to harm them.

Animals, like lobsters and crabs, use their claws to fight off their predators.  Predators are animals that live by killing and eating other animals.

Poisonous animals have harmful poison inside, which is bad stuff that can kill a person or animal if eaten, but they have no way to pass on that poison, like by biting or stinging.

Venomous animals are those that have a poison and a way to deliver it, like by biting or stinging.  

A tiger has stripes to help it blend in its surroundings, so it can sneak up on its prey.  Prey is an animal hunted or caught for food.

A three-banded armadillo has a special way to escape its predators. It rolls up into a ball and covers up all the skin that could be eaten with its hard shell.  

Turtles and snails use their shells as a house!  They carry their houses on their backs and use them to live in and for protection.  

What do animals do in the winter to survive?

Many migrate or travel to other places where the weather is warmer, so they can find food to survive the winter.

Some animals hibernate or go into a very deep sleep. Their body temperature drops, and their heartbeat and breathing slow down.

Other animals adapt or change their behavior or body, which is done to help them survive in their environment.
A puffer fish is poisonous. It can’t bite and kill anyone, but if you eat certain parts of the puffer fish, it could cause death.       








